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Our aims for this session

To help 
families 
understand 
what is meant 
by Special 
Educational 
Needs (SEN) 
and additional 
needs.

To explain how 
schools 
identify and 
support 
children with 
additional 
needs through 
the Graduated 
Response.

To increase 
families’ 
awareness of the 
school’s own 
approach to SEN

To outline the 
statutory process 
for Education, 
Health and Care 
Needs 
Assessments 
(EHCNAs) and 
Education, Health 
and Care Plans 
(EHCPs).



What does Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) mean?

“A child or young person has SEN if they have a 
learning difficulty or disability which calls for special 
educational provision to be made for him or her.”

Children and Family Act 2004- Section 20
SEND Code of Practice 2014



Graduated Response to Special 
Educational Needs

O
rdinarily Available Provision



Graduated Response in Action

Sam

• Recently started at the school 
• Settling into the class











Sam

Communication and Interaction
Strengths:
Sam is friendly and polite

Needs: 
Sam finds it difficult to understand a lot 
of language or instructions given at 
once
Sam finds it hard to speak in full 
sentences

Cognition and Learning
Strengths: 
Sam is a strong reader
Sam loves stories

Needs:
Sam finds it hard to compose and 
record their work

Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
Strengths:
Sam has lots of good friendships

Needs: 
Sam can struggle to say how they feel
Sam can struggle to regulate their 
emotions

Sensory and Physical
Strengths:
Sam is a great swimmer

Needs: 
Sam finds handwriting difficult and 
tiring
Sam finds it hard to sit still in class
Sam struggles to copy from the board
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• Planned sequence of 
lessons

• Multi-sensory learning
• Modelling
• Visuals
• Group & paired discussion

• Task board
• Scaffolds – writing frame, 

key vocabulary
• Adapted equipment
• Emotions Chart
• Movement opportunities

Linking it all together…

High Quality Teaching Ordinarily Available Provision

Ordinarily Available Provision



Inclusion at 
Cranmere Primary 

School 





Who should I speak to if I have 
concerns about my child’s progress? 

Class Teacher Inclusion Lead   - Miss Hamilton Senior Leadership

info@cranmere.surrey.sch.uk





What types of support will be available for my 
child? 



Education Health and Care Plans



Education Health and Care Plans (EHCP)
For children and young people aged 0 - 25 with complex SEND needs 
who require support that goes beyond Ordinarily Available Provision

Combines Education, Health 
and Social Care needs

Outlines the support needed to 
achieve outcomes

Provides clarity for families and 
professionals

Reflects views, aspirations and 
interests of young person

Did you know…
Most children with an EHCP 
attend mainstream school

Is a collaborative process

Is reviewed annually by 
professionals, young person 
and their family

An Education Health and Care Plan…



The National Statutory Process: 
20 weeks

The EHC Needs Assessment is Requested

The LA must tell you if they will or will not be assessing your child

The LA must finish the assessment and tell you if they think your 
child needs an EHC plan

The LA will send you a draft EHC plan. You have 15 days to 
comment 

The LA must issue the final version of your child’s EHC Plan

Week 
0

Week 
6

Week 
16

Week 
16-20

Week 
20



Request to Assess



Request to issue an EHCP



True or False?



Some Useful Links…

• Surrey Local Offer
• Ordinarily Available Provision Parent/Carer Guide
• SEND Advice Surrey 
• SEN guide for parents and carers
• Neurodiversity advice for Parents/Carers

https://www.surreylocaloffer.org.uk/
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/local-offer/parents-and-carers/education-and-training/a-parent-carer-guide-to-ordinarily-available-provision-in-schools
https://www.sendadvicesurrey.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers
https://padlet.com/NDAdvisors/nd-advice-for-parents-carers-a810b8dy57wyrnx




Feedback
Please let us know what you thought of today

Understanding SEND Support at your School
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